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Notes from a Covered Bridge

Near the city of Winterset, lowa is a
special landmark. The Cedar Bridge, built
in 1883, is one of six remaining covered
bridges that lie within a 10-mile radius of
this quaint little town. (see photo above)
Situated in a small county park, this is the
one bridge you may drive through. The
structure of the large wooden beams is a
testimony to 19‘h—Century engineering.
The bridges were covered to protect the
decks from the effects of time and weat-
hering. Even on a cold and windy day in
October, as | numbly discovered, they
draw numerous tourists to the area. Col-
lectively memorialized in literature and the
movies, they are known, simply, as “The
Bridges of Madison County.”

From the earliest days of history to
the present, we humans have been bridge
builders. Long ago bypassed by new
paved roads and modern bridges of steel
and concrete, early settlers once used the
covered bridges to cross the numerous
creeks and small rivers in this area. Since
then, we have built larger and bigger brid-
ges. The Golden Gate Bridge is a multi-
lane span over San Francisco Bay and
the 7-mile long Federation Bridge in Can-
ada now provides a direct auto link be-
tween Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
land. Our bridges are now longer, higher
and stronger than at any time before in
history. Yet, there remains one great
chasm over which no humans, no matter
how hard we try, have yet to build a
bridge.

Please see COVERED BRIDGE, page 4

Hear ye, hear
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Official call-to-order...

169" Annual Meeting

of the Genesee T*' Congregational,
United Church of Christ, Inc.

Sunday, January 15

During the 9 AM Worship Service - at church

The official call-to-order for the 2012 Annual Meeting of the
Genesee 1% Congregational, United Church of Christ, Inc. will take
place during the 9 AM worship service on Sunday, January 15. Our
church government is one of the purest forms of representative
democracy. The meeting is a great opportunity for everyone in the
congregation to have a voice and make important contributions to
the life of the church. Annual reports from the pastor, moderator,
secretaries and church boards and committees will be reviewed.
You will also have an opportunity to vote on the slate of officers who
will represent your church in 2012. Perhaps you have a calling to fill
one of the empty slots and serve your church! The all-important
2012 Church Budget will also be reviewed.

Please highlight the date of Sunday, January 15 on your
personal calendar.



HAPPY NEW YEAR'!

“...Behold, | make all things new. ...””
- Revelation 21:5 - RSV

We welcome both well-seasoned and new friends
to this January / February, 2012 edition of the Mes-
senger. Our Sunday services are held at 9 AM, with
Sunday School during the worship time. The first Sun-
day of the month our worship service is at the Ed.
Center. Communion is served on these first Sundays.
Every other Sunday, our services are in the church
sanctuary. Services continue to have a combination of
traditional and contemporary elements.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT
- by Rhea Whiteley

A special “thank you” to everyone who participated
in our annual “Adopt-a-family” Christmas outreach this
year. Once again we sponsored families through the
Christmas Clearing Council of Waukesha County.

Your generosity allowed our church to sponsor two
families in need in the city of Waukesha. Family #1 has
4 young children and appreciated the help with providing
basic needs for their toddler and special gifts for their
other three children. Family #2 was overwhelmed that
they were chosen to be sponsored this year. The father
has been unemployed since 2009 and had tears of grat-
itude when the gifts were delivered to his home.

In addition, you donated 41 new toys for the Christ-
mas Clearing Council’s “Santa’s Toy Shop” which gives
the children of families who did not get sponsored an
opportunity to pick out a new toy.

Once again thank you for your generous giving and
blessings for a Happy New Year!
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The New Year is a Time for Change. 7.

Jane Johnson Struck states, “If you're anything like
me, you probably feel overwhelmed by all the changes
you'd like to see in your life—especially around the New
Year, when change is the "thing" to do. | already know
what | need to improve—my fitness level, availability to
friends (and family), amount of quality time with God. But
sometimes, the more | resolve to change, the more | feel
as though I've failed with my to do list”

Yes, our resolutions are challenged by our lack of
commitment or maintaining our stamina because we are
mere human beings. Then discouragement begins to
appear within a short period of time which brings disap-
pointment. This then becomes an annual occurrence.

This year, instead of stating our resolutions for self-
improvements, let’'s subtract something from our lives to
create some time for rejuvenation. The freshness may
be needed for us to obtain a better life. By subtracting
from our lives we can add to and improve other areas of
our lives. Let's make fewer resolutions this year
because our lives are already too full.

Less activity can allow more time to perfect the
areas of life that matter most.

Happy New Year,
Pastor Joe

E-mail: emailpastorjoe@yahoo.com
262-951-6932

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO OUR SHUT-INS

It has come to our attention that those who are
shut-in may like to have communion served to them. If
you are a shut—in and you would like communion, con-
tact our church deacons, Pastor Joe or the church office.

262-968-3954
262-951-6932
262-968-3849

Diane Sickels, deacon -
Pastor Joe Medina -
Church Office -

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A Sunday School teachers: If you have a talent for
teaching and could spare a hour or two on Sunday
morning, please contact Yolanda Medina at 262-
951-6932 e-mail: ymedina@carrollu.edu.

A Cleaning of Church Building: If you have an hour
to spare each week to schedule and/or clean, con-
tact the church office at 968-3849 or send e-mail to
geneseechurch.org and leave a message.

Outreach Committee: We still need one more per-
son to serve on the Outreach committee. Again, call
or e-mail the church office or contact Scott Burdette:
262-968-3830.

L/
GO PACK GO! @‘

HOPE CENTER DATES FOR 2012

Genesee Church will serve the meals at Hope Cen-
ter on two dates in 2012. They are Wednesdays March
14 and October 24. Hope Center is located at 502 N.
East Av., in Waukesha. Please note these dates on
your calendar.


mailto:emailpastorjoe@yahoo.com
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LET’S GET BACK INTO SUNDAY SCHOOL!
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Blessings!

HEINRICHS GOING TO MISSOURI

-by Dave Heinrich

The next phase of our training is the Missionary
Training Center (MTC) in Missouri where, for the next
year and a half, we will be receiving training for tribal lin-
guistics, tribal culture and practical training for living in a
primitive setting. All of this is necessary so that we can
clearly communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ, train
tribal people how to walk with Jesus on a daily basis,
and to share Christ’s love with them. Ann and | believe
the Lord is leading us into a discipleship role where we
would assist a tribal group of believers in forming a New
Testament church, help with translating the Bible into the
tribal language, and guiding the church’s leaders in es-
tablishing a mature church.

After our 1-1/2 years of training in Missouri, the Mis-
sion recommends we take a year off to work on partner-
ship development. During that year our plan is to help
Sean and Krysta O’Brien with a new church plant which
will be seeking to reach the next generation of college
students and unbelievers in an ever-increasing, anti-
Christian America. After that year (hopefully at the end
of 2014) we will be sent out to a tribal work somewhere
in the world. We are looking to the Lord for that direction,
especially for a location. Will you pray with us for the
Lord’s guidance in our lives. “Therefore pray the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”

Matthew 9:38. Our prayer verses for this month are
Matthew 9:35-38. Please join us in praying along these
lines.

- Dave, Ann, Rachel, Molly, Joshua, Luke and ??
Heinrich

Dave & Ann Heinrich / 134 Main Dr. / Roach, Mo. 65787
262-894-1987 e- mail: myjoyfulhome@gmail.com

CLEANI NG GOD6S HOUSE

A special thank you to Sandy Fintel for
cleaning our church sanctuary in November
and to Ali Schmidt for cleaning in December.
Volunteers for the months of January -
March are listed below. To sign up for an
“OPEN” month, call our church office at 968-
3849. We provide all essential cleaning
supplies and equipment.

January OPEN
February OPEN
March OPEN




JANUARY 6 FEBRUARY USHER SCHEDULE

The following teams are scheduled to usher on
Sundays in January and February. If you are unable to
fulfill the commitment, please notify Diane Sickels at
968-3954.

January 8 Melodie Moore / Barb Whitmore
January 15 Clarence Place / Dick Lynch
January 22 Pat Riley / Donna Vanderhei
January 29 Diane Sickels / Carol McCormick
February 5 Jenna Fintel / Kelsey Kingery

February 12
February 19
February 26

Clarice Applegate / Cody Eveland
Becky Melotik / Emma Melotik
Kim Sussek
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COVERED BRIDGE - from Page 1

JANUARY | FEBRUARY EVENTS
Listed here are the dates of meetings and events in

January and February. All events are at the Ed. Center,
unless otherwise specified.

JANUARY

SU 8 EPHIPHANY SUNDAY
OUTREACH, 10 AM (after church)

MO 9 EXECUTIVE BOARD, 6:30 PM

SU 15 ANNUAL MEETING
- at church following the 9 AM service

MO 16 DR.MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY

MO 23 CHINESE NEW YEAR

FEBRUARY

TH 2 GROUNDHOG DAY
SU 5 SUPERBOWL SUNDAY
9 AM SERVICE at the ED. CENTER
w/ communion
MO 6 DEACONS, 6:30 PM
WE 8 EXECUTIVE BOARD, 6:30 PM
TU 14 VALENTI NEG6S DAY
MO20 PRESI DENTG6S DAY
WE 22 ASH WEDNESDAY

WE 29 LEAP DAY

In Genesis we are given the account of Adam and
Eve. Theirs was a basic, simple life in a paradise. It had
perfect climate and they were given the opportunity to
live forever. All they had to do was to remain obedient to
God. What could be easier? Long story short, they ate
from the one tree, the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, that God said not to eat the fruit of. By this
disobedience of God’s will (sin), they were forced out of
Eden, could no longer have eternal life and, worse, were
forever separated from a personal relationship with their
creator, God.

Since then, we humans have developed various
and numerous religions in an attempt to not only again
understand God’s will, but to recover our relationship
with Him that was lost by Adam. We have developed
many good works in an attempt to bridge the great
chasm of sin that separates us from God. All our efforts
have been like building a long pier into the Pacific Ocean.
It's a great place to fish for souls, but it fails to bridge a
great chasm.

Yet, in spite of our disobedience, God still cares for
us. We are, after all, His best creation — creatures made
in the very image of God. Even while we were failing to
reach God, God reached down to us! He sent His son
Jesus to be the bridge between us and God. Unlike any
other bridge, Jesus not only spanned over the great
chasm of sin, but, through His resurrection victory over
sin, He actually removed the chasm!

Although we now can have a restored relationship
with God through faith in Jesus’ victory over sin, we re-
main as imperfect humans with a sin nature. Though
forgiven, we are not yet changed. Even if only like a
small creek, we still spout forth the waters of sin that can
separate us from God. But, fret not for in Christ we can
have total victory over sin. When temptations to sin, or
the storms of life come, we can take cover in God. Let
Jesus be your bridge to God over the troubled waters.
He's got you covered.

Scott Burdette,
Cedar Bridge County Park, Winterset, lowa

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for the March / April edition is Sunday,
February 19. However, articles may be sub-mitted any
time prior to a deadline date. To submit an article, event
information or an interesting story, send e-mail to:

LTLBURD@aol.com.

Articles submitted in person should be typed or writ-
ten legibly.
Scott W. Burdette


mailto:LTLBURD@aol.com

Puzzle Challengers
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ACROSS DOWN Genesee Church Crossword Puzzie
1 Popular name in dolls 1 Definition (abbr.)
5 Mom and 2 Suffix meaning “full of”
8 They often say “welcome” 3 To steal
12 Employee Stock Ownership 4  Cooks’ garments
Plan (abbr.) 5 Brand of egg dye
13  “Open up and say g 6 Item used to row a boat
14  Length x width 7  Type of exam
15 Second month 8 Animal adopted by a sports
17 Winter coasting vehicle team
18 Common mantra syllables 9  Actor Guthrie
19 First, , third, ... 10 Person between 13 and 19
21 Prince Charles and Lady years old
11 “Unhappy” street in North
24 City in Hawaii Prairie
25 and crafts 16 Mrs. Truman
26 Common presents fordads 20 B.P.O.E.club
30 One of 8-across 21 Beavers build them
31 Festive occasions 22 lIts capital is Baghdad
32 “_(2words)__ hill far 23  Aleutian island
away,...” 24 of Troy
33 Bushy-tailed tree-climbing 26 Not as wide
rodent 27 9" Greek letter
35 Molecule component 28 Grandson of Adam
36 Repair socks; mild 29 Mr. Walton recommends:
expletive Club.
37 To accumulate 31 Metric weight
38 He may live in an igloo 34 Grammatical constructs of a
41 To and language
42 City in Nevada 35 One-celled organism
43 Moderator’s surname 37 Singular of 25-across ° RIE
48 Think, believe, or judge 38 A language of Pakistan Answer to R E |L
49 A billion years 39 Finally understands previous N v
50 Alpha, , gamma, ... 40 Prayonbended puzzle A Elc
51 Puts into service 41 Not coarse at all
52  Girl's name; anagram of 44  Santa’s favorite garden tool? in M |0 R
“‘ere” 45 Homonym of “lead” M A R E [N [E T B
53 First man 46  Airport schedule abbr. November / AR |E N 1IN L
47 Sweet potato December
Messenger | |JJED || gt O D E
| B N [o
Answer to A |C |E|T R
Nativity Word Search M|E MO S
in Nov. / Dec. Messenger E|D |E N E
S |[E R [E D
FOR ONTO US A CHILD IS BORN
E A
B R H S T
HEARTS WORD-DOKU
E
In the same way a Sudoku puzzle is .
solved, complete the puzzle at right so that AR|T E
every row and column contains all the
letters and symbol of S E|\H
HEARTS S AlT
R H




